
“Outliers” Quiz Study Guide 

ALL Honors English I Freshmen will take a reading check quiz on Tuesday, September 6, 
2016.  While students with Honors English I during the fall semester will take the quiz during 
class, any student taking Honors English I during the spring semester will need to report to the 
cafeteria during Plus One on September 6.  Students will not be allowed to used notes or the book 
during the test; however, the following study guide questions should be used in preparation. 

1. How did Bill Gates get extra time to program on the computer? 53 
2. How many hours a day and how many days did The Beatles play in Hamburg Germany? 

49 
3. What part of the year did the psychologist Roger Barnsley notice were the majority of 

youth hockey players? 22 
4. What was missing from the cockpit in the Avianca plane crash that most likely 

contributed to the crash? 
5. According to Gladwell, what is success NOT based on? 
6. When did the students at the KIPP School attend school that is different from most 

schools? 264-265 
7. Why do individuals that speak Chinese have an advantage in Math? 228 
8. According to the sociologist Karl Alexander, when do students from lower income 

families lose information? 255 
9. What occurs over time when information is lost in a school setting? 256 
10. What did Louis Borgenicht decide to make and sell after immigrating to New York City? 
11. Why are KIPP schools successful? 252 
12. What was special about University of Michigan for Bill Joy? 44 
13. What does Gladwell say about intelligence? 
14. Gladwell states that for work to be meaningful, it has to have a relationship with what? 
15. What type of parenting style do many middle-class parents engage in to aid their children 

to succeed? 
16. Do people that grow rice work harder or less than other vocations in the world? 
17. Lewis Terman thought this about students with high IQs. 74 
18. Who is Chris Langan? 
19. Why did he lose his scholarship to Reed College? 
20. Why was Robert Oppenheimer put on probation? 
21. What type of lawyer was Joe Flom and why was this important in the 1950s and 1960s? 
22. How did the first officer feel about the New York air traffic controllers? 208 
23. How many hours does it take to become an expert in an area? 
24. What did American school reformers in the 19th century believe about school? 253 
25. According to Gladwell, successful outliers receive what? 
26. What type of speech was the first officer of Avianca using with the pilot before the plane 

crashed? 194 

Be able to answer the following questions and use examples from the book to support your 
answer. 

1. In your own words, give a definition of an outlier. Use examples from Outliers to support 
your answer. 

2. Does Gladwell completely dismiss intelligence as a factor in success? What role does it 
play in his theory? Use information from Outliers to support your answer. 

	


